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GW170817 Press Release

LIGO and Virgo make first detection of gravitational waves produced by colliding neutron
stars

Discovery marks first cosmic event observed in both gravitational waves and light.

Watch the recording of a press conference announcing the discovery, at the National Press Club in Washington, DC:

FIRST Cosmic EVENT OBSERVED

IN GRAVITATIONAL WAVES AND LIGHT
Colliding Neutron Stars Mark New Beginning of Discoveries

Collision creates light across the
entire electromagnetic spectrum.

oint observations independently confirm

On August 17,2017, 12:41 UTC, Within two seconds, NASA's
LIGO (US) and Virgo (Europe) detect Fermi Gamma-ray Space Telescope
gravitational waves from the merger detects a short gamma-ray burst from
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